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When in 2005, the the CEO of the Intellectual Disability Services Council, (and now 
SACID's Treasurer) Richard Bruggemann asked me to re-establish SACID, I thought  “OK, 
what’s to lose”, and so  began the next nearly 20 years of my privilege of being SACID's 
Chair.  

Although I had a vague notion about what I wanted SACID to become not for one minute did 
I imagine those vague notions would become the amazing organisation it has become 
today. 

SSCID's mission statement is “working towards achieving a community in which people 
with intellectual disability are involved and accepted as equal participating members” 

Being unable to fulfil that pledge in those early years was frustrating and often distressing,  
due to our repeated but consistently unsuccessful lobbying for funding to enable us to do 
our very important work.  

The 5 groups, (all but one were being run by volunteers) which had offices at 302 South 
Road Hilton were  very appreciative of the annual State Government funding, which paid for 
the rent and auxiliaries. All groups were devastated when the Liberal Government decided 
to cease that funding. 

It wasn’t until 2017 when a SACID successfully applied for a grant from the Federal 
Government’s Information Linkages and Capacity Building programme, that we were able 
to finally begin in earnest to fulfill our Constitutional pledge. 

Being able to offer Felicity, the position of Executive Director has been an amazing and 
extraordinary game changer for all South Australians with Intellectual Disability and their 
Families. Felicity’s enthusiasm, diligence and dedication to SACID has made us what we 
are today.  

That we now have 10 people with intellectual disability working in proper jobs for proper 
pay is an amazing achievement driven by Felicity’s leadership. Words are never enough 
when recognising anyone who has achieved so much. I hope that Felicity knows just how 
much she has meant to me and all at SACID.  

Not only is Felicity been doing her ED work, she has also been working with the Department 
of Infrastructure and Transport due to SACID having to move from South Road because of 
the construction of the tunnels for the Torrens 2 Darlington North West corridor, the  finding 
and securing of new premises. I believe that the builders will be working on the 
accessibility changes to the Regency Rd premises, so hopefully everyone will be settled in 
uby the end of the year.  



I won’t go into any detail about the amazing work of everyone at SACID, you will find that 
information further on in this report. To all staff who have been working with us, my very 
sincere thanks. Without your ongoing dedication to working towards “good lives” for our 
constituents, their circumstances might be very different.  

To the SACID Board. Your support of me through lean and not so lean times have enabled 
me to see my aspirations for SACID to become the very best organisation in South Australia 
which works specifically for South Australians with intellectual disability and their families. 
That they now have their own voices working for themselves is all I could wish for. 

So... The time has come...for me to retire. As has been said before. I’ve been doing this sort 
of work almost since my beautiful girl Michelle was born in 1965.  

I am so pleased that Tish Custance Thurston will be SACID’s incoming Chair. During our 
time together on the board , I have been very appreciative of her invaluable input into the 
way in which SACID continues to do its very best work. 

My thanks also to our members and supporters, some of whom have also been with me 
from the start. 

I leave with these wishes. 

Don’t ever forget who and why it is you are working for and with. 

Don’t ever forget those who can’t speak for themselves.  

Don’t ever forget those families who do the hard yards when everyone else is having 
night/days/weekends and holidays. 

My very best wishes to all for a continuing successful SACID. 

Yours sincerely 
Dell 

Delphine (Dell) Stagg OAM 
Chair.  
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